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The following listing of claims re 
application. 



What is claimed is: 

1. (currently amended) A servejj apparatus for applying one or more incentive points by 
which a sei-vice can be received in respoi so to an amount of said points to bo used in a Web site, 
comprising: 



network means for connecting a first apparatus and a second apparatus, said first 
apparatus being related to a person who s lares acost required to provide the service, and said 
second apparatus being related to a persoi i who applies said points; 

applicable point number storage means for calculating an applicable point number based 
upon a point number responding to the co 
which is notified from said first apparatus 



" 



t shared by the person related to the first apparatus 
and also based on a n applied point number, and for 
storing thereinto the calculated applicable point number, 

advertisement storage means for si oring thereinto information used to display an 
advertisement with respect to the person concerning said first apparatus; 

display point determining means fir detennining.a point number to be displayed on said 



advertisement within said applicable poinl 
includes decreasing said point number as 
said advertisement, increases , wherein the 



number in accordance with a predetermined rule that 
j total num ber of points, accum ulated by the person for 
larger the total number of points accumulated bv the 



person becomes, the s maller the p oint nuiy her to be displayed becomes stepwise : 
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web server means for producing 
respect to the person concerning said firs : 
been applied under a selectable conditio* 
second apparatus; and 

applied point managing means fo: 
to said advertisement and an identifier fo 
the selection of said advertisement is 



web page which displays said advertisement with 
apparatus, to which the determined point number has 
and for displaying the produced web page on said 



storing thereinto said displayed point number applied 
said second apparatus in relation to each other when 
apc^pted from said second apparatus. 



2. (previously presented) The sejver apparatus as in claim 1, wherein said server 
apparatus further comprises; 

online shopping means; and 
said service responding to the amJunt of said points to be used corresponds to a discount 
service of purchased goods in the online < bopping. 

3. (currently amended) A progra tt product capable of operating a computer as such a 
server apparatus for applying one or more incentive points by which a service can be received in 
response to an amount of said points to be used in a web site, wherein said program product 



causes the computer to execute: 

a network process for connecting c 
apparatus being related to a person who s] 



second apparatus being related to a person who applies said points; 



an applicable point number storage 
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ares cost required to provide the service, and said 



process for calculating an applicable point number 



based upon a point number responding to i he cost shared by the person related to the first 
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apparatus, and also an applied point num ?er which is notified from said first apparatus, and for 
storing thereinto the calculated applicabl ; point number; 

an advertisement storage process Fqr storing thereinto information used to display an 
advertisement related to the person concc rning said first apparatus; 

a display point determining proce ;s for determining a point number to be displayed on 
said advertisement within said applicable point number m accordance with a predetennined rule 
that includes decreasing said point numbt r as a total number of points, accumulated by the 
person for said advertisement, increases,, vherein the larger the total number of points 



accumulated bv the p erson becomes, the i mailer the point number to be displayed becomes 
stepwise : 

a web server process for producin ; a web page which displays the advertisement related 
to the person concerning said first apparatus, to which the determined point number has been 
applied under a selectable condition, and . or displaying the produced web page on said second 
apparatus; and 

an applied point managing process for storing thereinto said displayed point number 
applied to said advertisement and an idenf ifier for said second apparatus in relation to each other 
when the selection of sai d advertisement i i accepted from said second apparatus. 



4. (currently amended) A methoc 
incentive points by which a service can be|received 
used in a Web site, comprising; 

a step in which as to cost which is 
who shares cost required to provide a servj|ce : 



for applying to an advertisement viewer, one or more 
in response to an amount of said points to be 



lotified via a network from an advertisement provider 
, an applicable point number is calculated based 
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upon both a point number in response to |he cost shared by the advertisement provider and also a 
point number which has been applied to |he advertisement viewer, and then, the calculated 
applicable point number is stored in an applicable point number storage means; 

a step in which a point number to be displayed on the advertisement of said 
advertisement provider is determined within the applicable point number in accordance with a 
point applicable rule which has been pre^ iously stored in the storage means, wherein said point 
applicable rule includes decreasing said p oint number as a total number of points, accumulated 
by the advertisement viewer for said adve rtisement, increases , wherein the larger the total 
number of points accumulat ed by the adv srtisement viewer becomes, the smaller the point 



number to be displayed becomes stepwist 



a step in which a web page which displays the advertisement of said advertisement 
provider, to which the determined point t\ amber is applied under selectable condition to the 
advertisement viewer, is produced and^n, the produce4 web page is transmitted to a terminal 
of the advertisement provider; and 

a step in which when said advertiqbnent is selected by the terminal of said advertisement 
provider, both the point number applied t< said advertisement and the advertisement viewer are 
stored into a storage means in relation to s ach other. 



5. (previously presented) The poj it applying method as claimed in claim 4 wherein said 

point applying method further comprises: 

a step for accepting a purchase pro josal of goods via a network; and 

said service responding to the aino mt of said points to be used corresponds to a discount 

service of goods purchased in on-line shop ping. 
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6. (currently amended) A scrvicfe 
customer responsive to one or more Incentive 
the customer is accepted in on-line shopping 

i 

a cost sharing person who shares 
invests money in a sales person who sells 

said cost sharing person is separated 

wherein the sales person execute^ 
respect to the cost sharing person to be 
prior to the acceptance of the order by thi 

a point application to a customer ; 
ad vertisement with respect to said cost sinking 
condition that includes decreasing said, 
the customer for said advertisement, 
accumulated bv the customer becomes, tl] 
stepwise , 

7-8. (canceled) 



po int i 



increases. 



9. (previously presented) The service 
the service responding to the amoifrrt 
goods ordered through the on-line shoppiiijg 
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providing method for providing a service to a 
ive points applied by the customer when an order by 
ing for accepting an order via a network, wherein: 
jost as to said service corresponds to a person who 
goods in the on-line shopping; and 

from the sales person; 
a process operation causing an advertisement with 
pjjpsented under a selectable condition to the customer 
customer; and 

i carried out by accepting the selection of the 

person, which is presented under said selectable 
number as a total number of points, accumulated by 
v wherein the l arger the total number of points 
3 smaller the pojflt number to be presented becomes 



ice providing method as claimed in claim 6 wherein: 
of said points is to discount a purchase price of 



O-EFXRF-2/21 * DNIS:2738300 * CSID:12129408987 * DURATION (mm-ss):03«48 



APR-02-2007 MON 01:48 PM KATTEN MUCH I N ROSENMAN 

i 

I- 



FAX NO. 12129408987 



P. 



App. No.: 09/863382 



I. 



10. (currently amended) A sepvfi 
a web page display arrangement 
advertisement including a point numbjer 
an applied point manager for stor 

j 

an identifier for a user who selects thej 
user, the applied point manager adding 



by the user to the stored point total the ai 



points as a discauut between the user 



a network arrangement adaptecf to 

i [ 

j ; 

discount from the retailer to an advertiiseti 
wherein the predetermined rule; in 1 

or another user selects the advertisement 
wherein the larger the stored p ojn| 



point number to be displayed becomes jste owise 



comprising: 
i or producing a web page which displays an 
>ased on a prejetennined rule; 

advertisemen t and a stored point total associated with the 
e point number included in the advertisement selected 



>plied point manager applying the stored point total 
a retailer; and 

communicate with a user and to allocate a cost of the 
the advertiser jjein g associated with the advertisement : 



ludes decreasing the point number each time the user 
and 

total accu mulated by the user becomes, the smaller the 
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